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Weekend Weather BrIeFs

Job Fair 2012 save the number

Friday
Mostly cloudy
Highs in the 30s
Lows: mid-teens
Light winds

saturday
Mostly cloudy  
Highs around 30
Lows: mid-teens
Night: mostly clear

sunday
Mostly cloudy 
Chance of snow
Highs in the mid-20s 
Lows: mid-teens

see sPartans on 
page 4

17403333
SN/ BIRCHWOOD HOMES           

By order of the garrison command-
er: Changes to reporting status 
and road conditions (for govern-
ment vehicles) will be posted on 

the 24/7 information line. Save the 
number: 353-INFO.

Thursday on post. - Job Fair 2012 
More than 20 nationwide, international companies, 
nongovernment and government agencies, educa-
tional institutions and trade organizations will come 
together for Soldiers, Families, retirees and other 

former active duty military. See story, page 3.

Sgt. Thomas Duval,
1-25th SBCT PAO

The Soldiers of the 75th 
Ranger Regiment are rec-
ognized as some of the 
best trained, experienced 
and lethal troops. Their 
precision night raids into 
enemy territories and 
their ability to rapidly 
deploy make them one 
of the most effective and 
largest special operations 
elements in the Army.

The commander of the 
1st Stryker Brigade Com-
bat Team, 25th Infantry 
Division, Col. Brian Reed 
and his 4,000-Soldier 
brigade welcomed a for-
mer member of the elite 
team into their ranks 
earlier this summer, in 
August 2012. 

Lt. Col. William Gott-
meier, a West Point 
graduate and the new 
deputy commanding offi-
cer for the 1-25th SBCT, 
plans to combine what 
he learned while serv-
ing as the 75th Ranger 
Regiment’s Strategic 
Plans and Requirements 
officer and their chief of 
operations in Operation 
Enduring Freedom along 
with his experiences in 
U.S. Army Alaska strate-
gic planning and opera-
tions, in an effort to help 
Reed put the arctic back 
into the Arctic Wolves. 

“Some of the deploy-
ment requirements to 
Afghanistan or Iraq are 
coming off our plates and 
allowing us to refocus on 
some of the tasks that we 
haven’t looked at in a long 
time that are also a part 
of our mission essential 
tasks,” Gottmeier said. 
“Perfecting the basics 
successfully and having 
highly trained teams that 
can shoot, move and com-
municate are the building 
blocks to any successful 
combat formation.”

As the deputy com-
mander for the Alas-
ka-based Stryker unit, 
Gottmeier, among other 
things, is directly re-
sponsible for getting the 
unit back to the basics 
by overseeing both arctic 
and mountain training. 

He plans to accomplish 
this mission by maximiz-
ing the Soldiers’ exposure 
to some of Alaska’s most 
prominent training envi-
ronments like the Black 
Rapids Training Area. 

Home to the North-
ern Warfare Training 
Center, Black Rapids in-
cludes some of the most 
challenging arctic, sub-
arctic and mountain en-
vironments available to 
Soldiers. 

“NWTC is a world 
class asset that we need 
to tap into… It’s the 

sgt. 1st Class 
Jason epperson
4-25th (Airborne) SBCT 
PAO

KHOWST PROVINCE, 
Afghanistan – The Spar-
tans of 4th Brigade Com-
bat Team (Airborne), 25th 
Infantry Division, based 
at Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson, officially re-
linquished responsibility 
and operations of Forward 
Operating Base Salerno, 
and the Khowst and Pak-
tya provinces, to the 3rd 
Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division 
(Air-Assault), Task Force 
Rakkasan, based at Fort 
Campbell, Ky., in a trans-
fer of authority ceremony 
Oct. 6.

Several high-ranking 
U.S. officials and Afghan 
dignitaries attended the 
ceremony,  which was 
marked by the traditional 
casing and uncasing of the 
unit colors by Soldiers of 

Spartans 
formally end
Afghanistan 
mission 

Stryker brigade deputy commander - focus on Arctic training
only one like it in the 
Army,” the Sandy Hook, 
Conn. native said.”

In a state where tem-
peratures can go from 50 
degrees one day to below 
zero the next, Gottmei-
er said he is focused on 
“building the training 
path to get the unit on 
an arctic leaders certi-
fication program where 

they will be able to train 
in the extreme tempera-
tures and survive and 
not just survive, but also 
succeed and accomplish 
missions.”

Some of the specific 
courses Gottmeier plans 
to utilize include but are 
not limited to the basic 
mountaineering course, 
mountain warfare class 

and cold weather lead-
er’s course.

“We could go anywhere 
in the world and we have 
to be prepared,” he said. 
“These skills are applica-
ble and it’s training the 
Army has gotten away 
from for over a decade as 
a matter of necessity for 
units to focus on multiple 
deployments,” he said. 

Getting a brigade with 
approximately 4,000 Sol-
diers, most of which are 
new to the unit or the 
Army, ‘winterized’ and 
combat ready is a daunt-
ing task for any individ-
ual, but it’s Gottmeier’s 
impressive history as an 
Army leader that has 

see GOttMeIer on 
page 5

Lt. Col. William Gottmeier, deputy commanding officer for the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, stands with a Stryker vehicle Oct. 2. (Photo by Sgt. Michael Blalack/1-25th SBCT PAO)

Fort Wainwright Garrison Commander, Col. Ronald M. Johnson, presented Col. Leafaina Yahn, the 404th Army Field Support Brigade com-
mander with a Directorate of Logistics plaque during a Transfer of Authority ceremony on post Tuesday.  The ceremony signified logistics’ 
transfer from the Installation Management Command to the U.S. Army Materiel Command. The transfer of authority is part of a larger pro-
gram called the Materiel Enterprise alignment, The ME brings together organizations that develop, acquire, and sustain materiel to enhance 
accountability, responsibility, and facilitate better decisions at all levels. “I am confident that this transition will be transparent to our senior 
commanders and our customers.” Mary Kay, logistics director said. “The mission doesn’t stop.” Johnson said. “No matter what we call you, 
you’re still a part of ‘Team Wainwright’ and what makes DOL great are the people.” (Photo by Brian Schlumbohm/Fort Wainwright PAO)
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robert tanner, 
Installation safety 

Are you new to the area?  Not sure 
what to do this winter?  Do you want to 
know how to make it through the winter 
Safe and come out Sane?  Then come out 
and join the Installation Safety Office at 
the Last Frontier Community Activity 
Center from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 30 to 
celebrate the third annual Safe-n-Sane 
Safety Day.  You will learn just what you 
need to do to make it through the long, 
cold Alaska winters.  From winter bar-
becue tips to where to go to see the sym-
phony in Fairbanks, Safe-n-Sane 2012 
will have it. 

There will be a multitude of organiza-
tions providing information on where to 
go, what to do and what to get to keep 
you safe and busy throughout the win-
ter. The Fairbanks Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau is sponsoring many organi-
zations from the community to tell you 
what there is to do in the community in 
spite of the cold. 

From the Fairbanks Convention and 
Visitors Bureau:
l Native Alaskan dance demonstrations 
at 11:30 a.m., 1:30, and 3:30 p.m.  pre-
sented by Alaska Northern Lights Tours;
l Sled dogs and puppies the kids can pet 
and get their picture taken on an au-
thentic dog sled from Sirius Sled Dogs; 
l UAF Athletic Department will present 
information on sporting events at UAF 

during the winter;
l Representatives from Fairbanks Con-
cert Association, Fairbanks Symphony 
Association, and Friends of Creamers 
Field will be on site to discuss events 
throughout the winter.
Fort Wainwright organizations planning 
to join Safe-n-Sane include: 
l North Haven Communities; NHC staff-
ers will be there to answer questions you 
might have about on-post housing.
l Fort Wainwright American Red Cross 
will present a hypothermia demo, and 
CPR demo and practice
l Occupational Health and Industrial 
Hygiene - Health Promotion, Ergonom-
ics and lifting techniques
l Bassett Army Community Hospital 
will provide flu shots
l Fire Prevention Office will provide in-
formation and visits with Sparky the Fire 
Dog at 11:30 a.m. 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.
l Fort Wainwright Police will bring the 
conservation trailer, child ID kits and fin-
gerprinting; visit with Mc Gruff the Crime 
Dog visits 10:30 a.m., 12:30 and 2:30 p.m.
l MWR will present what services they 
have to offer to the community including 
Outdoor Recreation, Auto Craft Shop, 
and the Birch Hill Ski Hill.
l Presentations by the Community 
Spouses Club, Army Substance Abuse, 
Plans, Analysis and Integration Office, 
and Family Life Consultants.
l The Directorate of Plans, Training 
Mobilization and Security will present 

Safety Day is coming: Community offers 
tools to thrive during Alaskan winters

allen shaw, Fort Wainwright PAO

 The Fort Wainwright Interactive 
Customer Evaluation system is a tool 
used by leadership to improve garrison 
programs by providing a glimpse into 
service performance from our custom-
er’s perspective.   

Although many people know if they 
have difficulties at the dining facility, 
youth services, housing or any of the 
customer-based facilities or services, 
they can easily report it through an 
ICE comment. In most cases people 
who have suggestions choose to remain 
anonymous, “Which is alright, the sys-
tem is designed to honor confidential-
ity and those comments are taken just 
as seriously,” said Sonja Taylor, cus-
tomer evaluation analyst, Directorate 
of Plans, Analysis and Integration. “We 
do ask that you are mindful of how it is 
written so the manager has a clear pic-
ture and is able to understand the prob-
lem since it will be difficult to follow-up 
with the customer.”

Fortunately, Taylor said, most of the 
comments are positive and recognize 
a job well done which is a great reflec-
tion on the workforce. “One of the most 
exciting and useful aspects of the ICE 
comment program is the Site Sugges-
tions, Questions and Comments located 
at the bottom of the home page.”

“Fort Wainwright residents have 
voiced valid concerns and great ideas, 

that have dramatically improved safe-
ty, quality-of-life and overall customer 
service,” said Taylor. Improvements to 
operating hours for facilities, moving a 
school bus stop to reduce a safety haz-
ard and providing public transportation 
on post are only a few of the positive 
changes suggested through ICE.

Taylor said, “It’s any easy way for 
people to get involved and be part of the 
team that can make a difference.”

Visit www.wainwright.army.mil and 
look for the blue box at the bottom, 
right side of the page. Click on the blue 
box entitled “ICE.” That will lead to the 
home page. Scroll to the bottom of the 
page. Click on the blue link, “Site Sug-
gestions, Questions and Comments.” A 
screen will pop up with fill-in boxes for 
the topic-subject category, comments 
and suggestions (up to 4,000 charac-
ters) and optional blocks for name, 
phone and email; if the person submit-
ting the suggestion wants to remain in 
the loop.

“It’s  one of the best, most convenient 
and cost-effective ways to make things 
better,” Taylor said, “It’s what our cus-
tomers want, it’s supported by leadership 
and suggestions from the people who use 
the services have a great opportunity to 
make the community better.”

For more information on ICE or how 
to make a suggestion, call Taylor at 
353-9721 or email at Sonja.m.taylor4.
civ@mail.mil.

ICE: A hot tool for feedback, 
suggestions and changes

Command Sgt. Maj. Earl L. Rice, command sergeant major, United States Army In-
stallation Management Command, shakes the hand of a young man during a recent 
visit to Fort Wainwright. Rice and Lt. Gen. Michael Ferriter, commander, U.S. Army 
Installation Management Command and Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation Man-
agement visited Alaska, June 2012 and addressed civilian employees about customer 
service and inspired leadership. (Photo by Allen Shaw, Fort Wainwright PAO)

trish Muntean, Fort 
Wainwright PAO

Those wanting to do 
some one-stop holiday 
shopping for unique 
gifts will have the op-
portunity Oct. 19 and 20 
at the Holly Days bazaar 
on Fort Wainwright. 
This 30th annual event, 
sponsored by the Fort 
Wainwright Community 
Spouses Club, will be 
at the Physical Fitness 
Center on Friday from 
4 to 8 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

This event, which 
requires about 200 vol-
unteers to pull it all 
together, is the prima-
ry fundraiser for the 
spouses club and money 
earned goes to scholar-
ships and grants given 
in the spring. Although 
it is no easy task, it is 
worth the efforts, said 
Katrina Sczesny, event 
chair. Last year the CSC 
awarded over $16,400 in 
local welfare grants and 
scholarships. This year’s 
goal is $25,000.

 In addition to the 
92 vendors who have 
bought a space to display 
their wares (which is the 
limit) the CSC also rent-
ed an extra 10 booths, 
in the lobby area to host 
the tables for food sold 
by non-profit organiza-
tions at the bazaar. This 
privilege costs $50 per 
booth and is non-re-
fundable. There will be 
an additional charge for 

groups that do not have 
their own tables, and a 
limited amount of tables 
are available. 

If your group was 
lucky enough to get space 
for a food table, Sczesny 
reminds you that a food 
handler’s card and a per-
mit from Preventative 
Medicine are required 
and it is your responsi-
bility to get the required 
paperwork. It will also 
be up to each group to 
ensure that all the re-
quirements for handling 
food are met. The CSC 
will obtain a blanket 
garrison approval for the 
fundraisers. 

Although the bazaar 
is what the CSC is best 
known for, it is not the 
only activity scheduled 

for the year, said Guin 
Lewis, CSC president.

The CSC has had a 
luncheon and a few oth-
er activities so far this 
year and after the ba-
zaar has several events 
planned to get out of 
the house and chase the 
winter blues away, in-
cluding a holiday party 
with cookie exchange, 
tubing on Birch Hill and 
bowling.

If you would like to 
join the fun, email guin-
lewis@gmail.com for 
more information.

“We are a very diverse 
group of spouses,” said 
Lewis. “We have a lot 
of fun. It is a great way 
for spouses to meet each 
other and make new 
friends.”

Kim Kellum, who paints a variety of decorative items 
for the home, was one of the many military spouses 
who participated as a vendor during the Fort Wain-
wright Community Spouses Club Holly Days Bazaar, 
October 2010. That was her first bazaar and Kellum 
said, “I really enjoyed it and would do it again.” (File 
photo by Trish Muntean/Fort Wainwright PAO)

Holly Days Bazaar next weekend

Vehicles sliding off the road – often due to excessive speed for conditions – is all too 
commonplace here in the winter, as seen on the Richardson Highway. (File photo by 
Brian Schlumbohm/Fort Wainwright PAO)

information on Emergency Prepared-
ness, and Anti-Terrorism.
l Directorate of Emergency Services will 
provide child safety seat inspections
l Family Child Care will discuss op-
portunities to become an in home child 
care provider as well as information on 
child care through the child develop-
ment centers.
l Installation Safety Office will have 
general safety information for the 
community.

Dan Gilson of The Charcoal Supply 
Company will present information and 

demonstration proper procedures to 
barbecue in the winter safely.

Last but not least, four-time winner 
of the 1,049 mile Iditarod, Jeff King 
will visit from noon to 3 p.m. for meet 
and greet.  Stop by to have your picture 
taken with the “Winningest Musher in 
the World.”  Talk to him about his ad-
ventures and see some of his future sled 
dogs (more puppies).

For more information or to learn how 
your organization can participate in 
Safe-N-Sane Safety Day, check with your 
safety officer or call 353-7085.
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11402467
SEOUL GATE RESTAU-

RANT         
AK POST/AK POST     

2 x 7.0

13403165
ULTIMATE EYE WEAR             

AK POST/AK POST     
6 x 4.0

Maj. Gen. Michael X. Garrett,
U.S. Army Alaska (commanding general)

Voting is a privilege we as citizens en-
joy and defend as Soldiers in the United 
States Army.  Therefore, it is our duty 
and responsibility to exercise this privi-
lege and ensure all Army personnel are 
also equipped to exercise this privilege.

As the 2012 Presidential Election 
draws near on November 6, participa-
tion and vigilance are increasingly more 
important to ensure we have a successful 
voting assistance program.  Command-
ers at every level must ensure the proper 
resources are allocated in order to create 
a strong foundation for voting assistance 
programs across U.S. Army Alaska. 

Capable and quality Unit Voting As-

sistance Officers (UVAOs) are integral 
for the success of unit voting assistance 
programs.  Commanders must appoint 
a UVAO for 25 or more permanently 
assigned personnel in the unit and an 
additional UVAO for each additional 50 
personnel above the 25 member base.

Unit Voting Assistance Officers are 
the subject matter experts on the Fed-
eral Voting Assistance Program and 
the commander’s representative to all 
personnel.  Commanders should uti-
lize their UVAOs as an asset to reach 
eligible voters in their organization and 
ensure they have the resources neces-
sary to vote. 

The majority of our Soldiers use the 
absentee ballot to vote.  Therefore, it is 
necessary for each Soldier to account 

for postal transit time from their duty 
station to their local election office.

The Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot 
(FWAB) is available online at https://
www.fvap.gov.  The completed FWAB 
must be received by the local election 
office before the deadline established by 
their state.  Unit Voting Assistance Of-
ficers have access to mail-in deadlines 
for all states and territories.  Ensure 
your Soldiers know who their UVAOs 
are and allow sufficient time for these 
officers to execute their duties. 

Thank you for all your support and 
dedication to the USARAK Voting As-
sistance Program. Please direct any 
voting questions or inquires to the 
USARAK Voting Assistance Office in 
USARAK G-l at 384-1042.

staff report,
Fort Wainwright PAO

If you’re walking on 
egg shells wondering 
what you did that set 
your domestic partner 
off and trying to avoid 
that behavior so you 
don’t get hurt again, you 
should know you’re not 
alone and help is a sim-
ple phone call away. 

October is Domes-
tic Abuse Awareness 
Month, an annual, na-
tional recognition that 
domestic abuse does 
exist and to educate 
the public what we as 
a nation can do to pre-
vent it from occurring, 
said Betty McCain, 
Fort Wainwright Fam-
ily Advocacy Program 
manager.

So what defines an 
abusive relationship? 
“Abuse is physical, sexu-
al, emotional, economic 
or psychological actions 
or threats of actions that 
influence another per-
son. This includes any 
behaviors that frighten, 
intimidate, terrorize, ma-
nipulate, hurt, humiliate, 
blame, injure or wound 
someone,” according to 
the National Domestic 
Violence Hotline website 
at www.thehotline.org.

“Domestic violence can 
happen to anyone of any 
race, age, sexual orienta-
tion, religion or gender. 
It can happen to couples 
who are married, living 
together or who are dat-
ing. Domestic violence 
affects people of all socio-
economic backgrounds 
and education levels.” 

According to a survey 
done by the Council on 
Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault, 49.5 
percent of adult women 
in Fairbanks have expe-
rienced intimate part-
ner violence in their life-
time, with: 30.2 percent 

experiencing threats of 
physical violence and 
48.8 percent experienc-
ing physical violence. 

In the past year 10.8 
percent of adult women 
experienced intimate 
partner violence, with 
6.8 percent experienc-
ing threats of physical 
violence and 10.3 per-
cent experiencing physi-
cal violence.

Sadly, the abuse is not 
unheard of on military 
installations either. The 
Fort Wainwright FAP 
receives about two re-
ports of incidents of do-
mestic abuse each week, 
McCain said. And al-
though not all incident 
reports are substanti-
ated, public awareness 
of the signs of domestic 
abuse and reporting it 
help in its prevention. 
For those cases that are 
substantiated, alcohol 
has frequently contrib-
uted to the problem. 

If abuse is substanti-
ated, the offender and 
victim are offered treat-
ment plans that may in-
clude individual and or 
marriage counseling, par-
enting education, refer-
ral to Alcohol, Substance 
Abuse Program and re-
ferrals to the new parent 
support program. The 
FAP at Fort Wainwright 
also offers training as 
part of the prevention 
plan such as 24/7 Dad, 
Scream-Free Marriage 
and Infant Massage. Mc-
Cain can be reached at 
353-7317.

In addition, the Child 
and Family Assistance 
Center may be able to of-
fer advice and assistance. 
For more information or 
to make an appointment, 
call 361-6059.

Help is also available 
via the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline, 
(800) 799-7223, or (800) 
799-SAFE. 

Job fair offers one-stop shop of
employment opportunities, resources

Real love 
doesn’t hurt

Army Voting Assistance Program

Maj. Gen. Michael X. Garrett

In addition to active military personnel, spouses, 
retirees and transitioning Soldiers are encouraged to 
attend as well. Visitors who plan to attend the job fair 
should stop at the visitor center for a pass. Be prepared 
to show your license, registration and proof of insur-
ance. All adults must have a valid photo ID card. 

To find out about other events or all the services 
ACAP offers, visit the ACAP website at www.acap.
army.mil/ or contact an ACAP center at www.acap.
army.mil/acap-centers.aspx.htm or call 353-2113.

11402545
JUNG KOREAN RESTAU-

RANT        
AK POST/AK POST-GRAN

2 x 2.0

staff report, Fort Wainwright PAO

Are you a Soldier transitioning from active duty 
and looking for your next job? A veteran? Or a Fam-
ily member wanting to continue your career? Army 
Career and Alumni Program and Army Community 
Service offices support hundreds of job fairs on or 
near installations every year. The Fort Wainwright 
job fair is set for Oct. 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
Last Frontier Community Activity Center.

U.S. Army-level ACS and ACAP received support 
from Hiring our Heroes, a U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce program. H2H job fairs bring together a 
range of organizations--including private industry, 
the Department of Labor, the Veterans Administra-
tion, the Small Business Administration and state 
workforce commissions--all focused on connecting 
transitioning Soldiers and vets with employment 
opportunities. A Hero 2 Hired website for all mili-
tary and veterans helps transitioning personnel  
connect with 50,000 employers who have vowed to 
employ them with on-site and virtual, online em-
ployment fairs.

Employers from the public sectors, business 
and industry include: administration, business 
management, construction, education, engineering, 
finance, forestry, investment, commissioned sales, 
heating and cooling, resource management, me-
chanics, public service, security and more.

Assistance programs will have representatives 
available from Helmets to Hardhats - Alaska Job 
Center Network, Veterans Affairs, the education of-
fice, ACAP and ACS.
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17403604
CUSTODY SOLUTIONS, 

LLC        
AK POST/CHILD CUSTOD

2 x 3.0

13403161
PURE ESSENTIALS DAY 

SPA       
AK POST/AK POST     

2 x 3.0

11402468
BABULA, DR.                   

AK POST/AK POST     
2 x 3.0

story and photos by
sgt. Michael Blalack,
1-25th SBCT PAO

The officers and senior non-commis-
sioned officers of the Brigade Troops 
Battalion, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 25th Infantry Division took a 
break from answering emails, returning 
phone calls, sitting through meetings, 
and the repetitive day-to-day business 
of running a Stryker brigade to spend a 
grueling eight hours running, crawling, 
marching, climbing and even swimming 
in a competitive event aptly christened 
Operation Tour de Hell, Sept. 21.

Most of the participants in the event 
hold staff, command, or operations po-
sitions, meaning the majority of their 
time is spent behind a desk.

“If it wasn’t for this I’d be sitting in 
front of a computer all day,” Capt. An-
gela Chipman, the brigade civil affairs 
officer said. “This is a great opportuni-
ty to get out, interact, joke around and 
have some fun.”

“This is the first time since getting 
back from deployment I’ve really gotten 
out of the office,” Master Sgt. Lamont 
Williams, the brigade S4 NCOIC said. “I 
usually spend all day answering emails 
and giving logistical advice to battalion 
and company commanders and execu-
tive officers.”

The operation started at 6:30 a.m. in 
front of battalion headquarters when 
teams competed, to see could do the most 
pushups and sit-ups in a timed event. 
Then they shouldered their ruck sacks 
and started an eight mile foot march 

with various events along the way that 
tested their physical endurance and 
mastery of basic warrior tasks.

“The BTB is a unique organization,” 
Lt. Col. Michael Braun, commander of 
the BTB said. “It’s made up of five com-
panies that do entirely different jobs. So 
this was a great time to come together 
and get a little mud on the uniform, get 
a little dirty, a little sweaty, but at the 
same time have some fun.”

Mud and sweat were a large part of 
the day as the teams assaulted an ob-
stacle course, flipped tires, and pushed 
a Humvee, marching across Fort Wain-
wright from one event to the next.

Interspersed between the physical 
challenges were basic tasks that all 
Soldiers learn early in their careers in-
cluding assembling stripped weapons, 
assembling and operating a radio, and 
calling for artillery and medevac.

After a short ride in a Chinook heli-
copter, there were bench presses and an 
equipment swim at the Melaven Gym 
then a final sprint back to battalion 
headquarters.

The participants finished up the day 
by meeting up for a BBQ.

“The BBQ was what I was really look-
ing forward to…that’s the only reason I 
did this,” joked Chief Warrant Officer 2 
Edgar Enriquez, the Brigade Tactical 
Operations Officer.

As Soldiers gain rank they are fre-
quently moved into positions where 
their experience can be put to use in 
the planning and coordinating phase of 
training events.

This is usually done from behind a 

One hellish day for 1st Styrker Brigade, 25th Infantry Division leaders

Warrant Officer Alimameh Fatty, Human Resources Technician for the 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, crawls under barbed wire at Fort Wain-
wright’s obstacle course during the Brigade Troops Battalion’s ‘Operation Tour de 
Hell’  Sept 21. The event was an eight-hour competitive ordeal that tested the unit’s 
leadership in basic warrior tasks and physical endurance.

desk and in a conference room, well out 
of the mud and grime where the actual 
training occurs – a place where many of 
these Soldiers still feel more at home.

Capt. Joshua Withington, com-
mander of the Brigade Headquarters 
Company, who took a day off of leave 

to participate in the event, summed up 
the sentiment that had been expressed 
repeatedly throughout the day. 

“All of us would rather be doing this, 
out here challenging ourselves and 
each other, than sitting in the office,” 
he said.

Capt. Joshua Withington, commander of Headquarters Company, 1st Stryker Bri-
gade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, crawls across the high beam at Fort Wain-
wright’s obstacle course during the Brigade Troops Battalion’s ‘Operation Tour de 
Hell’ on Sept 21. The event was an eight-hour competitive ordeal that tested the unit’s 
leadership in basic warrior tasks and physical endurance.

Command Sgt. Maj. Sherwood Gatts, CSM of the Brigade Troops Battalion, 1st Stryk-
er Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, flips a tire during the Brigade Troops 
Battalion’s ‘Operation Tour de Hell’ on 21 Sept. at Fort Wainwright, Alaska. The event 
was an eight-hour competitive ordeal that tested the unit’s leadership in basic warrior 
tasks and physical endurance.

the Spartan and Rakkasan brigades. 
The TOA marks the official end of 

the Spartans’ mission in Afghanistan. 
It is also the end of the brigade’s sec-
ond deployment in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom. 

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. William 
Mayville, Regional Command East 
and Combined Joint Task Force-1 
commanding general, praised the 
effort and commitment the Spartan 
Soldiers displayed during its tour in 
Afghanistan.

“This incredible team has been 
asked to some extraordinary 
tasks,” Mayville said. “Everything 
I’ve ever asked of this brigade and 
leadership, they’ve delivered. I 

couldn’t be more proud.”
Mayville recognized the sacrifices 

the Spartans had made during the de-
ployment.

“It did not come without sacrifice 
and we mourn their losses for those 
we had to send home.”

Mayville welcomed the Rakkasans, 
whom he said were no strangers to 
Afghanistan.

U.S. Army Col. Morris Goins, Task 
Force Spartan commander, cited the 
accomplishments of the Afghan coun-
terparts – accomplishments that did 
not come easily.

“The Afghans lost several offi-
cers and several Soldiers along the 
way and we, Task Force Spartan, 
lost several paratroopers as well,” 
Goins said. “To the Families and 

friends of our fallen, I will leave you 
with these words:

“It is not why they died or how they 
died. It’s all about what they stood for 
and how they lived. When you think of 
them often, think of them with a smile 
because that’s what they deserve and 
that’s they would have wanted.”

Goins then thanked the Afghan 
counterparts, contractors and Fam-
ily members.

“Ten months ago, I stood in this 
spot and told everyone the Spartans 
would do what we did in the battle of 
Thermopylae; we would make a dif-
ference. From Command Sgt. Maj. 
Gardner and I, to the Spartans and 
paratroopers of Task Force 4-25: you 
have proven that you know your pro-
fession. Thank you.”

U.S. Army Col. Morris Goins (left), commander 
of the 4th Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th 
Infantry Division, Task Force Spartan, and Com-
mand Sgt. Maj. Terry Gardner, the Spartan Bri-
gade’s senior enlisted advisor, case the colors at 
Forward Operating Base Salerno, Oct. 6. (Photo 
by U.S. Army Sgt. Kimberly Turnbull) 

Spartans: Afghanistan mission ends, sacrifices remembered
Continued from page 1
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Prognosticators – football predictions for fun and braggin’ rights

a-team Brain Browbrose salsa Bear Urbi Jones Bros tate

Half-century-old record finally broken: That’s what I’m talking about

46W-31L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB TB

IND @ NYJ IND

CIN @ CLE CLE

DET @ PHI DET

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA MIA

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS WAS

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD DEN

50W-27L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB KC 

IND @ NYJ NYJ

CIN @ CLE CIN

DET @ PHI DET

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA MIA

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ BUF

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF NYG

MIN @ WAS MIN

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD DEN

45W-32L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB KC

IND @ NYJ NYJ

CIN @ CLE CLE

DET @ PHI PHI

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA MIA

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS MIN

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD DEN

45W-32L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB TB

IND @ NYJ NYJ

CIN @ CLE CIN

DET @ PHI PHI

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA MIA

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS WAS

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD DEN

43W-34L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB KC

IND @ NYJ NYJ

CIN @ CLE CIN

DET @ PHI PHI

OAK @ ATL OAK

STL @ MIA STL

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS MIN

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD SD

49W-28L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB KC

IND @ NYJ IND

CIN @ CLE CIN

DET @ PHI DET

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA MIA

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS MIN

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD DEN

47W-30L

PIT @ TEN PIT

KC @ TB TB

IND @ NYJ IND

CIN @ CLE CIN

DET @ PHI PHI

OAK @ ATL ATL

STL @ MIA STL

DAL @ BAL BAL

BUF @ AZ AZ

NE @ SEA NE

NYG @ SF SF

MIN @ WAS MIN

GB @ HOU HOU

DEN @ SD SD

allen shaw,
Fort Wainwright PAO

Arguably one of the great-
est National Football League 
players of all time was joined 
in the record books by New 
Orleans Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees in Sunday’s game 
against the San Diego Char-
gers. Brees eclipsed the mark 
set by Johnny Unitas by 
throwing a touchdown pass in 
48 straight games. Unitas set 
the record with 47 consecutive 
TD passes from 1956 to 1960.

Brees threw a 40-yarder to 
Devery Henderson who took it 
to the end zone. The New Or-
leans quarterback passed for 
a total of 370 yards and four 
touchdowns, as the Saints 
marched over the Chargers, 
31-24. Johnny Unitas’ son Joe 
was there to watch the history 
making play, as well as sus-

pended head coach Sean Pey-
ton, who is serving a suspen-
sion in connection with the 
NFL’s bounty investigation.

In other games played 
around the league, the St. 
Louis Rams ended the Arizona 
Cardinal four-game winning 
streak, beating them 17-3. 

The Miami Dolphins fin-
ished strong in a tightly con-
tested game against the Cin-
cinnati Bengals, 17-13, the 
Baltimore Raven defense 
picked apart the Kansas City 
offense as the Chiefs fell, 9-
6 and the Indianapolis Colts 
stunned the Green Bay Pack-
ers, 30-27.  Colt rookie quar-
terback and first-round draft 
choice, Andrew Luck threw for 
362 yards and two touchdowns, 
while Packer QB Aaron Rodg-
ers tossed three TD passes and 
logged 243 yards in the air, in 
a losing effort. The Colts dedi-

cated the game to head coach, 
Chuck Pagano, who is in the 
hospital undergoing treat-
ment for recently-diagnosed 
leukemia. Even the opposition 
players were wearing t-shirts 
and stickers that read “I am 
ChuckStrong”  in support of 
the coach and a blood drive. 
The NFL community - that’s 
what I’m talking about.

The New York Giants 
stomped the Cleveland 
Browns 41-27, Pittsburgh 
stole one from Philadelphia 
as the Steelers rallied back to 
beat the Eagles 16-14 and the 
Atlanta Falcons went to five 
wins and no losses with a 24-
17 victory over the Washing-
ton Redskins.

Rookie quarterback Rus-
sell Wilson led the Seattle Se-
ahawks to a 16-12 win over the 
Carolina Panthers, the Chicago 
Bears crushed the Jacksonville 

Jaguars 41-3 and the Minne-
sota Vikings dropped Thor’s 
hammer on the Tennessee Ti-
tans, 30-7. On Monday night 
the Houston Texans grounded 
the New York Jets, 23-17.

The game is once again sec-
ondary, because it is just that, 
a game. There are things sur-
rounding the sport that often 
remind us of that and we need 
to be thankful to have an op-
portunity to enjoy the thrill, 
rivalry and competition of our 
favorite teams and players. But 
let us no lose sight of coaches 
and players who are diagnosed 
with life-threatening illnesses 
and those who rally around in 
support. Let us not forget the 
Crucial Catch campaign with 
pink being worn throughout 
the league this month to bring 
awareness to breast cancer and 
the need for early detection. 

We also say adios to the 

great fearless defensive De-
troit Lion lineman turned ac-
tor, Alex Karras – who played 
Mongo in the movie Blazing 
Saddles. Karras died earlier 
this week at the age of 77. We 
pay tribute and he will be re-
membered for giving so much 
to the game. 

As for the post pigskin prog-
nosticators, the bros topped 
everyone. Browbrose Salsa 
and Jones Bros each posted 
11 wins, three losses to boost 
them up the overall ladder. 
Brain, Bear and Tate had 10 
and four, but Brain still has a 
tight grip on the lead. A-Team 
had a nine-and-five record, 
while Urbi got eight wins and 
six losses.

Worst and first are only 
separated by seven games so 
each week the pickers have 
to bring it. That’s what I’m 
talking about.

Reed and the rest of the 1-25th 
SBCT on track to maintaining 
their dominance as one of the Ar-
my’s elite and most versatile, arc-
tic Stryker elements. 

“Lt. Col. Gottmeier is a perfect 
fit for the Brigade and is an enor-
mous asset,” Reed said. “He is pro-
fessional; a standard based, and 
leads by example. I am very excit-
ed to have him and his Family as 
part of the Arctic Wolves team and 
his experience and leadership will 
make us a better brigade.”

In addition to three deployments 
with the 75th Ranger Regiment 
and a stint with USARAK, Gott-
meier has led elements from the 
10th Mountain Division, the 5th 
Ranger Training Battalion and 1st 
Cavalry Division. 

“I have been lucky enough to be 
in a variety of infantry units; I have 
been in heavy, light and airborne 
ranger assignments, so there is a 
wealth of experience on the differ-
ent means to get the infantrymen 
to the fight that I can bring to the 
1-25th SBCT,” Gottmeier said. 

Gottmeier plans to work with 
the Arctic Wolves’ commander to 
have the unit fully equipped and 
trained by the upcoming summer.

“By next summer the unit will 
have battalions and companies 
that have all their essential men, 
weapons and equipment and are 
fully trained on their mission-es-
sential tasks,” Gottmeier said.

In addition to individual skills, 
he plans to employ and exploit 
the vast capabilities of the unit’s 
Stryker vehicles.

“Strykers are the median force 
between light and heavy and have 
really good tactical and strate-
gic mobility,” Gottmeier said. “A 

Stryker can move large distances 
and that’s what makes the Stryker 
formation so great and such a ver-
satile platform compared to a light 
or airborne formation which are 
often limited to how they can move 
around the battlefield. We plan to 
use this asset to our advantage and 
maximize our training.”

Having his men trained and pre-
pared for the mission ahead is an 
area he said he takes great pride in 
but it’s not just the training that 
has this expert infantryman ex-
cited.

The father of two said he is 
“happy to be back in a tactical unit 
with Soldiers that I can talk to and 
be a part of their career.” 

The mission for the deputy com-
mander is strenuous and extreme-
ly detailed but it’s a mission he’s 
not tackling alone. 

When the DCO isn’t outlining 

training plans, assisting the com-
mander or getting to know the 
Soldiers better he will be spending 
time with his Family exploring the 
Last Frontier.

Standing beside Gottmeier is his 
wife of 17 years, Heather, daughter 
Brooke and son Will. 

He said they are just as excited 
to be here as he is. 

Though he admits that getting 
the unit where it needs to be will 
have its challenges, Gottmeier said 
he is living out his dream and do-
ing exactly what he always wanted 
to do. 

“I always wanted to be in the 
military. When I was a little kid I 
was always running around play-
ing guns and I wanted to be on 
America’s side, not the bad guy’s 
side,” Gottmeier said. “I’m excited 
to be here and I am very impressed 
with where this brigade is.”

Gottmeier: Unit fully equipped by summer
Continued from page 1

Lt. Col. William Gottmeier, deputy commanding officer for the 1st Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division, pauses for a moment with 
wife, Heather, Oct. 2. (Photo by Capt. John Farmer/1-25th SBCT PAO)

staff report, Garrison PAO

Road conditions on 
Fort Wainwright will be 
changed from Green to 
Amber no later than Mon-
day. The road conditions 
may be changed prior to 
Oct. 14 if we get a sticking 
snowfall or freezing rain 
before then, according to 
the Directorate of Emer-
gency Services.

This change is being 
made to prevent the con-
fusion that usually results 
when the road conditions 
are changed and per-
sons who commute using 
motorcycles are turned 
around at the gates.  
Road conditions defined:
- A green classification 
means ideal road, visibility 
and temperature condi-
tions exist. Roads are dry 
or not slippery and drivers 
can see what’s happening 
ahead of and behind them.
- When conditions dete-
riorate so that they are no 
longer ideal, we go to the 
amber classification. Am-
ber indicates hazardous 
road conditions. Motor-
cycles are prohibited from 
installation roads. Drivers 
can expect increased driv-
ing times and snow or ice 
on the roads.
- Red conditions are such 
that driving is dangerous 
and visibility is very poor. 
Under red conditions, only 
mission-essential govern-
ment vehicles will be driven 

on post, and the dispatches 
will be noted “mission es-
sential.” Authorization 
for driving government-
owned vehicles under red 
conditions lies at the bat-
talion-commander and di-
vision-chief level.
- Black road conditions 
mean only emergency vehi-
cles should be on the roads, 
authorized by brigade com-
manders or directors. We 
also recommend that pri-
vately owned vehicles not 
be operated under these 
conditions.

The policy applies to 
government-owned vehi-
cles only; you can still con-
tinue to drive your POVs. It 
is, however, a good guide to 
follow with POVs. If roads 
are considered hazardous, 
slow down. Our intersec-
tions here get slick every 
winter. One vehicle sliding 
out of control can result in 
a chain reaction that ends 
up damaging two or three 
or more other vehicles.

Road condition and re-
porting status updates will 
be posted to the 353-INFO 
recording, on Nixle (text 
99703 to 88877) or on www.
nixle.com, on the Road 
Conditions and Reporting 
Status page at www.wain-
wright.army.mil and on 
Fort Wainwright’s official 
Facebook page, like: fort-
wainwrightpao. 

For more information 
call the garrison Public Af-
fairs Office, 353-6780.

Motorcycle riding
prohibited on post

Road conditions change
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57400057
 CALHOON REAL ESTATE/

METRO BRO
AK POST/AK POST BUYE

3 x 4.0

16403126
SANTA CLAUS HOUSE             

AK POST/MILITARY APP
2 x 4.0

11401641
JUST HAIRCUTS                 
AK POST/COU-
PON AK PO

1 x 4.0

18401673
CARLSON CENTER                

AK POST/AK POST-JERR
3 x 8.0

Friday - 12th

neWCOMers’ OrIentatIOn - COrreCtIOn: The 
next briefing is set for 9 a.m. Nov. 16. We regret the error 
in last week’s Alaska Post. - Editor

COMBatInG the rOUGh daY, noon, Last Frontier 
Community Activity Center, Building 1044. Call 353-7413.

sQUIrreL aWareness stOrY hOUr & CraFts, 4 
p.m., Post Library, Building 3700. Call 353-2642.

COsMIC BOWLInG, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Nugget Lanes 
Bowling Center, Building 3702. Call 353-2654.

saturday - 13th

stILes Creek atV trIP, 8 a.m., Outdoor Recreation 
Center, Building 4050. Cost is $75. Call 361-6349. ATV 
Safety Course is required prior to the departure date.

YOGa FOr athLetes, 9:30 a.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 10 a.m. Physical Fitness 
Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

Chena hOt sPrInGs LUnCh & sOak, 10 a.m., 
Outdoor Recreation Center, Building 4050. Cost is $50. 
Call 361-6349. Must be at least 18 or older to enter the 
rock pool. 

FaMILY FUn shOOt, noon, Fischer Skeet Range, Build-
ing 1172. Call 353-7869.

Chess CLUB, 3 p.m., Last Frontier Community Activity 
Center, Building 1044. Call 353-7755.

teXas hOLd’eM tOUrnaMent, 6 p.m., The Warrior 
Zone, Building 3205. Open to all DoD cardholders 18 and 
older. 353-1087.

COsMIC BOWLInG, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Nugget Lanes 
Bowling Center, Building 3702. Call 353-2654.

sunday - 14th

PrO FOOtBaLL, 9 a.m., The Warrior Zone, Building 
3205. NFL games on every TV screen. Open to DoD card-
holders 18 and older. Call 353-1087.

GOsPeL serVICes, 9:45 a.m. Gospel Sunday school; 
11 a.m. Gospel Worship service, Bassett Army Commu-
nity Hospital, third floor conference room, Building 4076. 
Call 353-9825.

PrOtestant serVICes, 10 a.m., Sunday school and 
11 a.m., Sunday Protestant worship Northern Lights Cha-
pel, Building 3430. Call 353-9825.

CathOLIC serVICes, 9:30 a.m. Catholic religious edu-
cation and 11 a.m. Catholic Mass, Southern Lights Cha-
pel, Building 4107. Call 353-9825.

Monday – 15th

COre traInInG, 5:30 a.m., Physical Fitness Center, 
Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

rOMP and stOMP PLaYGrOUP: COMMUnItY re-
sOUrCes, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., Last Frontier Community 
Activity Center, Building 1044. Call 353-7372.

BOdY COndItIOnInG, 9 a.m., Physical Fitness Center, 
Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, noon, Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

ZUMBa FItness CLass, 6 p.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Cost is $7. Call 353-7294.

tuesday - 16th 

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 6:30 a.m. Physical Fitness 
Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

hOUr OF POWer GrOUP strenGth CLass, noon, 
Physical Fitness Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

YOGa FOr athLetes, 5 p.m., Physical Fitness Center, 
Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 5 p.m. Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

Wednesday – 17th

COre traInInG, 5:30 a.m., Physical Fitness Center, 
Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

BOdY COndItIOnInG, 9 a.m., Physical Fitness Center, 
Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, noon, Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

BOOt CaMP, 5 p.m., Physical Fitness Center, Building 
3709. Call 353-7223.

WeLCOMe tO WInter, 6 to 8 p.m., Last Frontier Com-
munity Activity Center, Building 1044. Call 353-4227.

thursday – 18th

PrOtestant WOMen OF the ChaPeL, 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday Bible study meetings in the Northern Lights Cha-
pel, Building 3430. Meetings are open to all women in the 
post community. PWOC Fort Wainwright is on Facebook.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 6:30 a.m. Physical Fitness 
Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

rOMP and stOMP PLaYGrOUP: COMMUnItY re-
sOUrCes, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., Last Frontier community 
activity center, Building 1044. Call 353-7372.

hOUr OF POWer GrOUP strenGth CLass, noon, 
Physical Fitness Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.
GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 4 p.m. Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

YOGa FOr BeGInners, 5 p.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

BOUnCY hUt nIGht, 5 to 7:30 p.m., Last Frontier Com-
munity Activity Center, Building 1044. Ages 4 to 12. Call 
353-7755.

ZUMBa FItness CLass, 6 p.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Cost is $7. Call 353-7294.

Friday – 19th

CPr and FIrst aId CLass, 9 a.m., Youth Center, Build-
ing 4109. Call 353-7413.

sOLar sYsteM stOrY hOUr & CraFts, 4 p.m., 
Post Library, Building 3700. Call 353-2642.

hOLLY daYs BaZaar, 4 to 8 p.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. $3 for adults, children 12 and younger. 
Normal fitness center operations cease during the bazaar. 
For more information, email bazaar@wainwrightcsc.org.

COsMIC BOWLInG, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Nugget Lanes 
Bowling Center, Building 3702. Call 353-2654.

saturday - 20th

aLaska ranGe hIke and snOWshOe, 7 a.m., Out-
door Recreation Center Building 4050. Cost is $20. Call 
361-6349. 

YOGa FOr athLetes, 9:30 a.m., Physical Fitness Cen-
ter, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

GrOUP CYCLInG CLass, 10 a.m. Physical Fitness 
Center, Building 3709. Call 353-7223.

sWeetest daY CeLeBratIOn, All day, Nugget Lanes 
Bowling Center, Building 3702. Buy One, Get One bowling 
and complimentary chocolate for couples. Call 353-2654.

Chess CLUB, 3 p.m., Last Frontier Community Activity 
Center, Building 1044. Call 353-7755.

COsMIC BOWLInG, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Nugget Lanes 
Bowling Center, Building 3702. Call 353-2654.

sunday - 21st

PrO FOOtBaLL, 9 a.m., The Warrior Zone, Building 
3205. NFL games on every TV screen. Open to DoD card-
holders 18 and older. Call 353-1087.



The ASYMCA offers discount hockey tickets for the 
home games in the Fairbanks Big Dipper arena, home 
of the Ice Dogs. ASYMCA sells tickets at their Fort 
Wainwright office, 1047-4 Nysteen Road. For more 
information, call 353-5962.

A Health Fair is slated for Oct. 19 in the Last Fron-
tier Community Activity Center Quiet Room, Building 
1044 Apple Street. Federal employees are encouraged to 
review health, vision and dental coverage during open 
season. Employees may also initiate or make changes 
to their flexible spending accounts during open season, 
Nov. 12 through Dec. 10. The annual open season gives 
federal employees and retirees the opportunity to re-
view their health plan choices and make changes for 
the following year.  It also allows eligible employees to 
enroll for coverage. Federal Employee Health Benefits 
Program eligible employees and enrollees should re-
view the benefits and premiums for their health plan 
choices and decide what coverage will best fit their 
healthcare needs in the coming year. Stop by the health 
fair or contact the Civilian Personnel Advisory Center 
for more information. 

The Post Library is looking for a few good read-
ers to join in the program for its first Veteran’s Day 
story hour event Nov. 9 from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Last 
Frontier Community Activity Center ballroom. For 
more information or to sign up, contact Joy Wohlman 
Boyce 353-4137, or Julia Allen 353-2645.

Army Community Service is offering training for 
the facilitators, recorders, transcribers and issue sup-
port personnel who will work on the next Army Fam-
ily Action Plan Conference. Training is set for Nov. 23 
and 24 on post. To register or for more information, 
call 353-2382.  

A holiday bazaar is slated for Dec. 1 at Ticasuk 
Brown Elementary School. More than 30 national 
and local vendors will offer their wares at the ba-
zaar. The bazaar will take place 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Attendees may also bring donations for a Fairbanks-
area toy drive, if interested. For more information 
call 488-3200 ext. 115.

Parents are invited to register their 4 to 14-year-old 
children for the Fairbanks youth hockey program. From 
beginner to advanced, all skill levels are welcome.  More 
information is available online at www.fahaonline.com. 
Call Anna Culley, 322-7633 for fees and details. 

How do you like to receive news, notifications? 
What social media sites do you prefer? Share your 
preferences by filling out the brief, online survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/RNPQKTJ. The results of 
this survey will help us improve how we communicate 
with and inform the Fort Wainwright community. For 
more information, call Customer Management Ser-
vices, 353-9721. 

Fort Wainwright has a new, free, efficient system 
for notifying the community of emergencies and 
public safety information. The system enables sub-
scribers to receive notification texts via their smart 
phones by sending a text message to “888777” with-
out quotation marks and enter Fort Wainwright’s zip 
code “99703” to register. Subscriptions are available 
at www.nixle.com. By registering via the Web, users 
can also elect to receive notifications via email or cell 
phone. Notices for the installation can be viewed via 
the website without registration by entering the zip 
code at www.nixle.com.  

The Fort Wainwright indoor ice rink is located in 
the Physical Fitness Center. Open skating sessions 
take place 5:30 to 7:45 p.m. Fridays and 1:30 to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays. Lunchtime open skate is avail-
able Monday and Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursdays the lunch hour is reserved for 
hockey. Calls 353-7223 for more information, rates are 
posted at www.ftwainwrightfmwr.com.

Arctic Health Link has moved to Building 4077, 
across the parking lot from the Bassett Army Com-
munity Hospital. AHL works to educate and promote 
healthy behaviors by encouraging beneficiaries to 
take an active role in maintaining the health and well 
being of themselves and their family. For more infor-
mation call 361-4148.

The Bassett Army Community Hospital’s Family 
Walk-In Flu Clinic is open for vaccinations today from 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information call preventive 
medicine at 361-5182.

U.S. Army Alaska Soldiers, Families and civilian 
employees at Fort Wainwright are encouraged to take 
the USARAK Command Environment (5 minute) 
Survey. Input will contribute to the commanding gen-
eral’s decisions on policy, standards and quality-of-life 
issues. The survey will be available until Oct. 21 on-
line www.usarak.army.mil/main/survey-ca.cfm. The 
USARAK Inspector General’s office is conducting the 
survey as part of an inspection of the command envi-
ronment. For more information call 384-3933.

Army Career and Alumni Program will host a job 
fair Oct. 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Last Frontier 
Community Activity Center. Educators, business and 
union representatives and will be available to take re-
sumes and answer questions. For more information 
call ACAP, 353-2113.

The 30th annual Holly Days Bazaar is set for Oct. 
19 from 4 to 8 p.m. and Oct. 20 from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the Physical Fitness Center. The Community 
Spouses Club will host dozens of crafters and arti-
sans. For more information about the bazaar, email 
30thhollydaysbazaar@gmail.com.

MilConnect is a website provided by the Defense 
Manpower Data Center (DMDC) that allows spon-
sors, spouses, and their children (18 and older) to 
access information regarding their personal informa-
tion, health care eligibility, personnel records, and 
other information from a centralized location.  At 
https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect you can update 
your address and/or phone number on your DEERS 
record by signing into, choosing “My Profile Informa-
tion” and clicking “Update Address”. Scroll to the 
bottom and click “Submit” to add or update any of 
your contact information.

English papers don’t write themselves. English 
and math students needing assistance can make an 
appointment for tutoring at the Post Library, Build-
ing 3700. For more information, call 353-4137.

For heavy boots or ice skates check with the Thrift 
Store, their stock changes daily. The store is located in 
Building 1031 at the corner of 102nd and Chestnut in 
north post housing. For more information call 356-1211.

All units and organizations on post are required 
to develop a fire evacuation plan, including assembly 
area and occupant accountability procedures. Com-
plete evacuation of structure within two minutes. 
Evacuation plans should include Soldiers and civil-
ians assemble in a designated area for 100 percent ac-
countability of personnel. To answer questions, con-
tact your unit safety officer, Fort Wainwright Safety 
at 353-7079 or Emergency Services at 353-7889.

Questions and concerns about divorce are ad-
dressed at weekly briefings offered by the Legal As-
sistance Office Tuesdays at 9 a.m. The divorce brief-
ing is available to military members and spouses and 
is located in Building 1562 on the corner of Gaffney 
and Freeman Roads. For more information about le-
gal services or an appointment, call 353-6534.

Help for abused and neglected children is available 
locally and through a toll-free hotline. The 24-hour 
Child help National Child Abuse Hotline at (800) 4A-
CHILD and on post, call Army Community Service 
at 353-7317. If you suspect a child is being hurt or 
neglected, contact the local police. Tips and resources 
are available for parents, educators, caregivers and 
volunteers at www.myarmyonesource.com.

Family members of active and retired military can 
consult the Child and Family Assistance Center for 
assistance with youth and Family issues. Individual 
and group therapy is available. Referrals are not re-
quired. For more information or an appointment, call 
361-6284 or 361-6059.

FOr yOUr INFOrmATION
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MILItarY dIsCOUnts

16403134
KNOTTY SHOP                   

AK POST/AK POST-MILI
2 x 3.0

11402471
LOOSE MOOSE CAFE              

AK POST/BUCKS     AK
2 x 3.0

13401284
VIP CLEANERS                  
AK POST/STV 

FREE-AK 
1 x 3.0

17403049
FAIRBANKS DOG PARK            
AK POST/FUNDRAISER  

4 x 2.0

13402875
ALASKA TRAPPERS ASSO-

CIATI     
AK POST/WOLF TRAPPIN

2 x 3.5

16401293
ELFS DEN, THE                 

AK POST/STV 
FREE    
1 x 4.5

13401291
GALLO’S MEXICAN RES-

TAURAN     
AK POST/STV FREE    

2 x 1.5

13403146
JORDAN, KEN                   
AK POST/AK 
POST-SPOR

1 x 1.75

18400578
ESTHER BARBER 

& STYLES        
AK POST/AK 

POST     
1 x 2.0

Fort Wainwright 

PaO
website:

www.wainwright.mil
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PUBLIC saFetY neWs

skatInG seasOn

heaLth resOUrCes

FaMILY FLU CLInICs

COMMand sUrVeY

JOB FaIr

hOLLY daYs

easY PrOFILe UPdates

LIBrarY neWs

WInter Gear

tWO-MInUte WarnInG

dIVOrCe BrIeFInG

PreVent aBUse, neGLeCt

MILItarY ChILd, FaMILY theraPY
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18402482
STANLEY NISSAN                
AK POST/AK POST     

6 x 21.0
Full / olor /     


